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FEMALE DIRECTORS; Male Critics

To the Editor:
Re "An Impatient Sisterhood" by Dana Kennedy [June 2]:

In seeking explanations for the career frustrations of prominent female directors, why not
try looking closer to home?

Who reviews films, on staff, for The New York Times? Three men. Who reviews films
for The New Yorker? Two men. When the National Society of Film Critics published its
recent book of 100 "essential films," how many of the contributors were women? Four
out of 41.

I'm willing to bet that if more major publications hired more female film critics, then
more films by women (which, surprise, surprise, are often films about women) would get

the kind of critical buzz that leads to box office clout.

JAN LISA HUTTNER
Chicago

The writer is creative director of Films for Two: the Online Guide for Busy Couples
(www.films42.com).
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